


*What’s New at the PMD

*Common Industry 
Violations

*Laws, Every Applicator 
Must

Know!

Alan Pugh
Compliance 
Supervisor
602-320-9623
apugh@azda.gov



HAVE YOU 
HEARD 

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 
AT THE PMD?



August 12, 2016

The Office of Pest Management became:

Arizona Department of Agriculture
Pest Management Division (PMD)



Everything is a little different:

Mark Killian (Director over the entire 



Vince Craig (Associate Director)
Pest Management Division 

*Compliance of Pesticide Applications, Use and 
Non Use Inspections, on all NON-agricultural 

land
*Continuing Education (agricultural CE & Non 

Ag)











How much will it cost the B.L. to 
register an applicator? (Pol Sub)

Zero, nothing, zilch
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Can an uncertified applicator continue to
perform pest control after the 90-day period if
he/she is making an honest effort at passing
the test?



Because your application for certification is now
open for 360 days, one would think so, however,
a person can only re-take the exam a total of 3
times in 6 months. Then he/she must wait for
the next 6 months to elapse to re-take the exam
again. Bottom line, an applicator has 90 calendar
days to become certified.



Can an Uncertified applicator 
who is registered with a 
business licensee spray a 

school if they have 
Immediate Supervision?

NO!!!



Is a 72-Hour Notice required for a school treatment if 
the school is not in session?



A.R.S. § 3-3606, does not specify 
whether the school is in session or 
not, therefore, you must provide 

notice.

Yes!!!!



72-Hour Notification
What’s Required?

1. The scheduled date and time the application is to 
occur. 
2. the location and area of the application and the 
brand name of the pesticide or pesticides to be 
applied. 
3. The name, address, phone number and contact 
person of the business licensee or certified 
applicator. 
4. A statement that further information, the product 
label or the safety data sheet is available by 



What are the Exceptions to the 72-Hour Notification 
Requirement?

1. Nonresidual pesticide applications performed or contracted by public health 
agencies for adult vector control, provided that oral notification is attempted at 
least seventy-two hours before the application, when possible, to the school office 
or child care facility office with a statement of the pest problem, treatment 
procedure, area to be treated and approximate time of the application. 
2. Emergency applications* 
3. Disinfectants or swimming pool chemicals. 
4. Applications of Block, gel or paste-type bait* (tamper resistant bait station or 
crack/crevice - inaccessible to children)
5. Applications of Block-type rodenticide* (secured in an enclosed, tamper-
resistant bait station placed in an area that is inaccessible to children). 
6. Personal repellants. 
7. Nonrestricted use sanitizers and deodorizers. 



Notification Exceptions
 All Exceptions apply only to the use of pesticides in Toxicity Categories III and IV and include 

products with a “Caution” signal word.  

 Emergency Applications are used when you need “to control harmful pests that pose an 
immediate threat to the public health.”

 Emergency Applications the applicator must do the following:
 Notify the School/CC facility of the problem, treatment procedure, area to be treated, approximate time of 

application

 After application provide school with pesticide name, formulation, strength, dosage, date & time of 
application, and pesticide label

 Post the treated area with pesticide name, EPA Registration number, date/time of application, name and 
telephone number of applicator or business.  Copy of posting is also posted at main entrance to school/CC 
facility and shall remain in place for 48 Hours.  



Ensure Pesticide Labels are 
Followed

A.A.C. R3-8-301 B. An applicator shall not misuse a pesticide or device. 
It is misuse of a pesticide or device if an applicator: 

“If bait can be shaken from bait 
stations when they are lifted, units must 
be secured or otherwise immobilized. 
Stronger bait stations are needed in 
areas open to hoofed livestock, 
raccoons, bears, or other potentially 
destructive animals, or in areas prone 
to vandalism.”

1. Applies, handles, stores, or 
disposes of a pesticide or 
device in a manner that is 
inconsistent with the label or 
labeling; 



Several recent cases involving Strychnine 
baits

 Strychnine baits are labeled ONLY for use 
against pocket gophers!  Even with “burrow” 
listed as a site.

 Be certain you are have properly identified the 
pest

 These baits CANNOT be left in a manner where 
they will be exposed on the soil surface

 They are extremely toxic to non-target animals 
(Birds, etc.)  



2. Provides a pest management service or 
handles a pesticide without wearing clothing 
and using the personal protective 
equipment required by the label or labeling 
to protect the applicator from pesticide 
exposure; 

A.A.C. R3-8-301 B. An applicator shall not misuse a pesticide or 
device. It is a misuse of a pesticide or device if an applicator: 

Ensure Pesticides Labels are Followed



STORAGE AND DISPOSAL
Pesticide Disposal: 
Wastes resulting from the 
use of this product may 
be disposed of in trash or 
at an approved waste 
disposal facility.
Container Handling: Non 
refillable container.  Do 
not reuse or refill this 
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Ensure Against Back-Siphoning

A.A.C. R3-8-301 (C) While mixing a pesticide with water, an applicator shall protect the water 
supply from back-siphoning of the pesticide mixture. An applicator shall not add water to a 
tank in which a pesticide is mixed or from which a pesticide is dispensed by protruding a fill-
pipe or hose connection into the tank. An applicator shall ensure that a fill-pipe or hose 
connection terminates at least two inches above the tank fill opening or is equipped with an 
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This is what happens when you don’t employ effective back-
siphoning methods!!!



Ensure Application Equipment 
Works Properly

A.A.C. R3-8-301 (D) An applicator shall ensure that all equipment, 
including auxiliary equipment such as a hose or metering device, 
used for mixing or applying a pesticide is in good repair and 
operating properly. 



Check Your Equipment, if it Leaks Fix it!



Ensure Pesticides are Stored Properly

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (I) An applicator shall not store a pesticide in a container that 
was used for food, beverage, feed, drugs, or cosmetics, or which by size, 
shape, or marking could be confused as being a food, beverage, feed, drug, 
or cosmetic  



Remember, “which by size, shape, or marking 
could be confused as being a food, beverage …



Service Container?



The strange things people do.
A mother in Merced County found a cough
medicine bottle in the storage shed. That night, she
gave 1/4 teaspoon of its contents to her son. When
he reacted badly, she smelled the bottle and
realized it contained an insecticide, which a
relative had given to her husband.



Ensure Containers are Stored and Labeled Properly

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (B) An applicator shall store a pesticide in a closed container that is 
free from corrosion, leakage, or pesticide contamination on the outside of the 
container and properly labeled. (E) If the label affixed to a pesticide container 
becomes lost or damaged, an applicator shall attach a specimen label to the 
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Ensure Pesticides are Stored Properly

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (H) An applicator shall not store a pesticide in a manner which food, 
beverage, feed, drugs, cosmetics, eating utensils, or tobacco products can be 
contaminated. 



Ensure Containers are Properly Labeled

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (F) An applicator shall replace a damaged container, 
other than a fumigant container, with an identically labeled container 
or a properly labeled service container. 



Ensure Containers are Properly Labeled

A.A.C R3-8-302 (E) If the 
label affixed to a 
pesticide container 
becomes lost or 
damaged, an 
applicator shall attach 
a specimen label to the 
pesticide container. 



Ensure Containers are Properly Labeled

“Service container” means a receptacle 
that is used to hold, store, or transport a 
pesticide concentrate or use-dilution 
preparation other than the original 
labeled receptacle provided by the 
manufacturer, a measuring instrument, or 
application equipment. 



Ensure Containers are Properly Labeled

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (C). An applicator shall ensure that a service container bears a durable and 
legible specimen label with the following information: 

1. The name, address, and telephone number of the business licensee or political subdivision; 

2. The common chemical or trade name of the principal active ingredients; 

3. The EPA registration number; 

4. The strength of the concentrate or dilution expressed as a percentage of active 
ingredients; 

5. Any signal word required on the label; and 

6. The phrase “KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN.” 



A.A.C. R3-8-302 (D) An applicator shall not place words or markings on a service 
container or on the label affixed to the service container that are unrelated to the 
pesticide in the service container, except for markings related to a method of 
tracking the product. 

Ensure Containers are Properly Labeled



K. An applicator shall ensure that a pesticide in an 
original or service container, an empty pesticide 
container that has not been prepared for disposal 
in accordance with its label, or a returnable or 
reusable pesticide container is kept in a locked 
storage space when on an unattended service 
vehicle or is within view and under the supervision 
of the applicator responsible for the service vehicle.

Ensure Containers are Secure



But I don’t have any more room in my chemical storage.



Ensure Containers are Secure

A.A.C. R3-8-302 (M) To prevent damage during transit, an applicator shall ensure 
that a pesticide container is secured in a locked storage space while the pesticide 
container is transported on a service vehicle



A.A.C. R3-8-303 (L) An applicator shall ensure that a pesticide in portable application 
equipment is kept locked when on an unattended service vehicle or is within view and under 
the supervision of the applicator responsible for the service vehicle. 

Ensure Application Equipment is Secure



QUESTIONS?
More information can be found at:
www.agriculture.az.gov
www.opm.azda.gov (for the time 
being)
Reminder: sign up for listserv found 
on the PMD website to receive 
industry notices.


